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Southwest Airlines Orders Aviation Partners Boeing  
Split ScimitarTM Winglets 

 
Seattle, WA January 2, 2014 – Aviation Partners Boeing (APB) today announced that Southwest Airlines has 
ordered Split Scimitar Winglets for its Boeing Next-Generation 737-800 aircraft.  APB’s newest program is the 
culmination of a five-year design effort using the latest computational fluid dynamic technology to redefine the 
aerodynamics of the Blended Winglet into an all-new Split Scimitar Winglet. The unique feature of the Split 
Scimitar Winglet is that it uses the existing Blended Winglet structure, but adds new strengthened spars, 
aerodynamic scimitar tips, and a large ventral strake.  APB looks forward to receiving FAA certification for 
Split Scimitar Winglets later this month.   

“Having Southwest Airlines commit to our new Split Scimitar Winglet program is an incredible 
endorsement of both Aviation Partners Boeing and our products,” said Patrick LaMoria, Aviation 
Partners Boeing executive vice president and chief commercial officer.  “With over 10 years experience 
operating Blended Winglets on their entire Boeing Next-Generation 737 fleet, the upgrade to Split 
Scimitar Winglets was a natural next step for Southwest Airlines.” 

Southwest Airlines is the globally accepted model of how to successfully operate a low-cost airline. By 
upgrading Boeing Next-Generation 737-800s with Split Scimitar Winglets, APB estimates that Southwest will 
increase its annual fuel savings of approximately three percent per aircraft from Blended Winglets to 
approximately five percent per aircraft annually with the Split Scimitar winglet upgrade. In addition to lowering 
Southwest's fuel costs, the Split Scimitar Winglet will reduce emissions, supporting Southwest's commitment to 
efficiency and to the Planet.  
 
Southwest’s order of 85 Split Scimitar Winglets allows the airline to retrofit the 52 Boeing 737-800s currently 
in its fleet, in addition to the 33 Boeing 737-800s the airline expects to be delivered in 2014. Pending FAA 
certification, Southwest Airlines plans to begin Split Scimitar Winglet retrofits at Aviation Technical Services, 
based in Everett, Wash., in the first half of 2014, with an expected completion of all retrofits by early 2015. 
 
“Southwest Airlines is continuously searching for opportunities to reduce fuel consumption and to 
supplement our environmental stewardship,” said Mike Van de Ven, Southwest Airlines executive vice 
president and chief operating officer. “Aviation Partners Boeing has proven to offer superior technology 
that performs as promised and we are excited to introduce Split Scimitar Winglets on our 737-800 
aircraft in 2014.”  
 
APB’s Split Scimitar Winglet program is the most successful product launch in its history.  Since launching the 
program early last year, APB has now taken orders and options for 1,451 Split Scimitar Winglet systems. Over 
the last 10 years, APB has sold more than 7,000 Blended Winglet Systems.  Over 5,100 Blended Winglet 
Systems are now in service with over 200 airlines in more than 100 countries. APB estimates that Blended 
Winglets have saved airlines worldwide over 4 billion gallons of jet fuel to-date.   
 
Aviation Partners Boeing is a Seattle based joint venture of Aviation Partners, Inc. and The Boeing Company. 
 
www.aviationpartnersboeing.com 



 

ABOUT SOUTHWEST AIRLINES CO. 

In its 43rd year of service, Dallas-based Southwest Airlines (NYSE: LUV) continues to differentiate itself from 
other carriers with exemplary Customer Service delivered by more than 45,000 Employees to more than 100 
million Customers annually.  Southwest is the nation's largest carrier in terms of originating domestic 
passengers boarded, and including wholly-owned subsidiary, AirTran Airways, operates the largest fleet of 
Boeing aircraft in the world to serve 96 destinations in 41 states, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, and five near-international countries. Southwest is one of the most honored airlines in the world, 
known for its triple bottom line approach that takes into account the carrier's performance and productivity, the 
importance of its People and the communities it serves, and its commitment to efficiency and the planet.  The 
2012 Southwest Airlines One Report™ can be found at southwest.com/citizenship. 

Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 

This news release contains forward-looking statements with respect to the Company’s order of Split Scimitar Winglets for its Boeing 
Next-Generation 737-800 aircraft. Specific forward-looking statements include, without limitation, statements related to the expected 
benefits of the Split Scimitar Winglets and the timeline for the retrofits of the Company’s 737-800 aircraft with the new winglets.  
These forward-looking statements are based on the Company's current intent, expectations, and projections and are not guarantees of 
future performance.  These statements involve risks, uncertainties, assumptions, and other factors that are difficult to predict and that 
could cause actual results to vary materially from those expressed in or indicated by them.  Factors include, among others, (i) the 
Company’s dependence on third parties in connection with the planned retrofits; (ii) the impact of the economy, fuel prices, and 
actions of competitors on the Company’s business decisions, plans, and strategies; and (iii) other factors, as described in the 
Company's filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including the detailed factors discussed under the heading "Risk 
Factors" in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2012. 

 


